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, ee lity is a taboo subject 


Christians. There are 


heir belief is that c conver- 
can or discussions of sex 
should not be permitted and the 
topic of sex should be left in the 
bedroom. But to understand 
sexuality, people need to talk, ex- 
amine and discuss what sex is. 
Sexuality is a large topic, so the 
question is: what does it mean to 
be sexual? Instead of ignoring 
the issue, we need to talk with 


- one another and question what it 


means to get involved in a rela- 
tionship. How far is too far? 

_In the coming month, Student 
Life, in co-operation with Student 


- Senate, will be holding an Open 


Forum with the topics “Where do 
we draw the line?”, “Relationships 
and Dating”, and “Sex in the 
Media”. These are all topics of 
extreme importance and Student 
Life is taking the time end put- 
ting in a lot of effort to encour- 


age an open discussion about 


sex. This article is something of 
an introduction for what is to fol- 


low in the coming month. 


_ Whenever the issue of sex is 
inside 
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by jamie hofing 


re 
brought up in a Christian article 


it’s pe the Berane “Sex be- 
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mean by sex? The typical pre- 
sumption is that sex is physical 
penetration; but what about other 
forms of sexual expression? 
What does it mean to be sexual? 

For one, being sexual is not 
all about penis/vagina contact — 
being sexual is a response to re- 
lationships with one another. 
Take flirting for example; what is 
the purpose of flirting? Flirting 
is about instigating some sort of 
romantic or sexual response from 
another person. Flirting is not 
about trying to “score”. It’s a 
form of playful gesturing to see 
if feelings of interest are recipro- 
cated. However, flirting can eas- 
ily be misinterpreted. This could 
be one of the reasons why flirt- 
ing can be dangerous, especially 
on campus. 

Kissing is the next level of be- 
ing sexual. It’s an expression of 


“love” or of extreme liking for 
another person. 


It’s in the kiss 
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What is it about this word? 


lt makes some writhe and 
others blush. Sex has become 
incredibly prevalent -in our 
culture. It’s either given so much 
attention that you can’t avoid it, 
or is such a hush-hush topic that 
you just want to know more about 
it. What is it about sex that’s so 
appealing to our culture? 

In a society that has become 
increasingly anti-God and pro- 
individual, there needs to be a 
goal, something to be achieved. 

If ae does not exist, if there 

no. eternal spirii al realm, then 
sed to experience the 
yeaatect in tangible desires. 

Sex accomplishes this. Be- 
cause God is not in the picture, 
love does not even need to apply. 
Love adds complexity, issues that 
distract from the goal: the only 
needed elements are two con- 
senting people (they no longer 
even need to be male and 
female). 

We need to react to this 
drastic attack. Christians are 
sitting idly by. We are in the 
middle of a war and we are 
losing. The Devil is acting 
through the media, government, 
and popular entertainment to 
attack our greatest resource, the 
family. Divorce rates are at an all 
time high; 50% of all marriages 
fail, a statistic which frightens me 
as a newly married man. And the 
greatest factor in these failures is 
sex. If the sex is poor, one of the 
two will go to find something 
better. Extra-marital affairs have 
ruined many marriages as love is 
no longer a factor. 

The Government has em- 
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smkeone 17, 


braced an “if you can’t beat 
them, join ‘em” policy when it 
comes to divorce. We now have 
common-law marriages that 
allow couples to claim the tax 
benefits of co-dependency with- 
out any of the commitment. If 
those couples break up it’s not 
considered a divorce. This does 
not affect the nationwide statis- 
tics, making the overall situation 
appear better than it is. 

Added to that, the govern- 
ment has adopted even lower 
standards for the legal age of 
consent. A few years ago this age 
was sixteen, but as the number of 
statutory rape cases increased, 


the government decided to 
decrease the legal age to 
fourteen. This is astounding 


considering these children are 
just entering puberty. How can a 
fourteen year old grasp the full 
knowledge of consent? 

Sex is a gift from God, meant 
to be the most sacred of bonds 
between a man and a woman in 
the context of marriage. A 
fourteen year old, no matter how 
mature, will never be able to 
fathom this bond. 

Our culture has adopted a 
‘shopping mall’ attitude when 
it comes to sex. They believe 
you can try it on before you 
take it home, exchanges are 
encouraged if it doesn’t quite 
fit you. How can Christians 
fight this problem? What can 
we do to avoid this in our own 
lives? It is becoming a bigger 


SEX CONTINUED ON PAGE 3... 
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-So what are we talking about? 
*Well, this issue of the crown 
is dealing with the very deli- 


cate topic of sex. 

That's it? Just sex? Lets get spe- 
cific; how do you feel about the 
dating and marriage rituals of outer 


Mongolian nomadic tribes? 

*/’ m offended. 

-\’m not surprised. As soon as any- 
one wants to talk about sex and love in 
any sort of practical way, people get of- 
fended. 

-*Do you think that’s because they are 
scared of the issue? 

-Of course they’re scared. Good 
Christian people don’t talk about pre- 
marital sex except to say that it’s bad. 
Once terms are brought up such as mas- 
turbation, people run for their shotguns. 
*/ know what you mean, but | don? really 
agree. lhings like that are personal, and they 
dont need to be “talked about” any more than 
necessary. Especially in a Christian univer- 
sity, where we should think about “whatever 
is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, 
whatever is pure. ..." (Phil. 4:8) 

-That’s a nice approach to take, until 
you have a student striving to achieve a 
degree in sociology, wanting to work in 
inner city missions and be a witness to 
the world. It’s all good and pure in the 
theoretical realm, but once this student is 
faced with the cold hard facts of sexual 
abuse or aberrance, they can’t face it and 
run to put their head back into the clean 
Christian sands of Redeemer. If we are 
going to be in but not of the world, we 
need to be able to talk about what the 
world talks about. If we can’t even say 
masturbation in an intelligent conversation, then 
where are we¢ 

*But how is dragging our minds through the filth 
and dirt of the world going to help? If we are going to 
he any kind of a witness, if that student going to work in 
inner city missions does not stand out as a pure and clean 
person, how will the difference between the respective 
lives he noticed? If we are going to say that Jesus in- 
spires a difference, we should be able to show this dif- 
ference and not sully our hearts and minds. 

-Are people scared of the sexual words and de- 
sires slipping off the pages and into their bodies? 
There are some people who object to studying Mar- 
garet Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale in Canadian 
literature because of the sexual content. Exposing 
themselves to this book is of course a personal 
choice, but will reading about fictional characters 
who engage in sex somehow dirty their minds? 
Books about sex should not be read or studied in a 
Christian institution? | say that there is no better 
place to examine such literature-- and that goes 
for the entire discussion of 
sex. It is a God-given gift, 
not something that will ‘sully 
and dirty our hearts and 
minds.’ That is, unfortu- 
nately, what the media and 
pop culture has done; and 
we should counteract that 
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fect on us. We degenerate to 
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with a Christian perspec- 
tive on the subject, not with 
an blind avoidance of sex. 

*Jalking about it is all 
well and good, but it never 
ends there. If the term is 
brought up again and again 
we become immune to its ef- 


the point where people do whatever they like and no 
one calls them on anything. As kids, my parents were 


forbidden to ride their bicycles on Sunday. Now we feel 
free to drive across the country on shopping excursions. 


Work on Sundays used to be forbidden except for work 
that absolutely had to be done: farmers, doctors, po- 
licemen, the essential services. Now we consider drive- 
thru Tim Hortons to be an essential service. If youallow 
your standards to slip a little here and a little there, you 
eventually have none. All this open and earnest discus- 
sion of sex is seen as valid when it’s a part of literature 
or sociological research and therefore intellectual and 
worthwhile. What we fail to understand is that our stan- 
dards are slipping and no one is willing to say that the 
Emperor has no clothes on anymore. 

-It might seem cliche to say that a generation 
ago things were different and times have changed, 
but it’s true. Sunday can still be a day of rest, even 
if our ideas of what rest involves have changed. | 
think that the high standards regarding sexual pu- 
rity should not be changed, but you must admit 
that things are different, surrounding circumstances 
have changed. We are bombarded with sexual 
references, invitations, and encouragement, as well 
as scientific data about sex, but we probably don’t 
get married as young as our parents did. So we 
know a lot more about sex, we're surrounded by a 
lot more people talking about sex, and we're sup- 
posed to ignore it and pretend that we’re not af- 
fected by it? It’s not a question of letting our stan- 
dards slip morally, it’s a matter of discussing some- 
thing openly that affects us all. Students at Re- 
deemer have premarital sex. We don’t even need 
to look to literature, if we’re honest we will just 
look to our neighbour and then at ourselves. 

*)o you honestly think that the world has changed 
that drastically, that everything our parents believed and 
practiced has to be thrown out? 

-Obviously not. 

*Then why do we need this frank and open discus- 
sion? Our parents didn need it and they managed to 
raise healthy families. Why do you feel that we need to 
have all this discussion? 

-Because we do not live in a chaste little bubble! 
Sometimes it seems as if people around here think 
that maybe if no one mentions sex, the students 
will forget about it and everything will be okay. 
However, if you’re not willing to approach the topic 
the information will be found elsewhere: movies, 
music, etc. Thank-you pop culture for saving the 
day! Would you rather subconsciously (and un- 
avoidably) listen to the things that movies and TV 
icons say about sex,.or be able to make a decision 
about it yourself in the proper setting? 

*You have a point. But when the time comes where 
all you hear in Christian circles is sex-this and sex-that, 
we 've gone too far. Some discussion obviously has to be 
allowed, but the open discussion of topics such as mas- 
turbation is taking this freedom to an extreme. 

-Well, this crown issue is an attempt at the 
former. We’re trying to encourage honesty and 
hope you’re not offended by the openness. This is 
merely the beginning... 
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...QUESTIONING From Ace | 


where the journey begins. There 
are many different types of kiss- 
ing; there’s the friendly peck on 
the cheek or lips, the Casablanca 
romantic kiss, or the soap opera 
#2~ going-for-gold kiss. Each of these 
; bi kisses ignite a reaction within the 
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Authority in 

Recently | received a letter 
from Lawren Guldemond con- 
cerning my article, “Evil Anar- 
chism” in the last edition of the 
Crown ( vol. 17, issue 6, Jan.27, 
2000) | would first like to say 
thank you to Mr. Guldemond for 
taking the time out of his day to 
think about my article and write 
a response to it. A large percent- 
age of people in our society to- 
day, find their lives too busy to 
pick up a pen and write a re- 
sponse to something that con- 
cerns them (I can be found in this 
category quite often). 

Mr. Guldemond would have 
liked to have seen a better treat- 
ment of my reference to Romans 
13. However, articles usually 
have to be cut down to fit the right 
format or size of a newspaper/ 
magazine. | would have liked to 
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couple which then moves the 
couple farther on. It is at this 
point that the lines need to be 
drawn. 

People have different views 
and ideas of what is appropriate 


OY" and inappropriate relationship 


by john gils 
loyalty placed in God or is it in 
these earthly governments? 

My statements in the crown did 
not call for a “rebellion of the 
masses” against the government 
in all instances. | had hoped it 
would encourage people to edu- 
cate themselves before condemn- 
ing certain philosophies (ie. an- 
archism) or beliefs. To question 
authority when the need arises. 
Please take notice that I’m call- 
ing for people to question author- 
ity and not to destroy it. 

Romans 13 tells Christians to 
respect government and to com- 
ply with its demands because the 
government is appointed by God 
for their good. Looking back at 
history we can see many instances 
where the government has turned 
against both God (who put them 


“... to question authority, not to destroy it.” 


write a more in-depth “treatment 
of the Biblical witness”, but be- 
cause of the size restrictions | had 
to be brief. This can lead to the 
misunderstanding of the author’s 
intentions. As regards to my ar- 
ticle, | would like to correct some 
of those misunderstandings in the 
following paragraphs. 

| believe that Christians 
should not dismiss Romans 13 
“anyone who disobeys an author- 
ity is rebelling against God”. As 
Canadians we should be thank- 
ful that we have been blessed with 
a government that gives us the 
freedom to praise the Lord Al- 
mighty. 

However, there have been and 
are governments which persecute 
the Christian religion and the 
worship of God. If we are placed 
in those situations we must choose 
where our loyalty stands. Is our 
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in power) and the people (who 
they should be looking after). Do 
Christians need to be discerning 
if they are forced to choose be- 
tween a repressive government 
and the service of God? To serve 
God’s kingdom is more impor- 
tant, even if this means non-com- 
pliance with, or resistance to 
governments. 

When the Nazi regime occu- 
pied much of the Europe there 
was a huge resistance movement. 
Should we as Christians condemn 
those who disobeyed the Nazi or- 
ders and hid away fellow broth- 
ers with their belief set firmly in 
God? Can we condemn those 
who worshiped in secret during 
the time of the Soviet Union? In 
both these situations the people 
resisted their governments but 
who would cast a stone at them 


now? ral 


procedure. It’s a matter of place- 
~~ ment of hands. This is the intro- 


duction to petting and heavy-pet- 
ting (* | don’t know who came up 


~ with these words but it’s the ter- 


of Romans 13 


minology of the sex education 


et cetera 


Many like to see oral sex as a 
loop-hole in Scripture, and say 
that it’s not really sex. It is this 
perspective that begs the ques- 
tion: “How far is too far?” This 
is one of the topics of the Open 
Forum and it’s one that is sel- 
dom discussed in public. 

As the lights of the world, we 
need to take back that which has 
been given to us and start bring- 
ing the topic of sex back into the 
light, instead of keeping it in the 
dark only to be brought up as 
the occasional dorm joke. We 
need to talk about what is per- 
missible, what it means to be a 
sexual Christian, and how we can 
take back what was once a beau- 
tiful gift for mankind . 


world). Some people believe that pom 


some forms of “petting” are per- 


missible while for others they’re ‘is 


not. This leads to the difficult 
question of oral sex. 


This last year the media was 
heavily focused on the Clinton- | 
Lewinsky scandal where the pub- } 


lic received the Clintonian defini- 
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ce 


tion of sex: “It ain't immoral if Fe 
it’s only oral!” (*Late Night with and: 


Conan O’ Brien). 
and automatically disagree with 


Clinton — but do they? When it E 
comes to their own relationships, F 


including those within the Chris- 
tian community, how do they de- 
fine their sexual relationships? 
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To my fellow students, 

In response to Joe 
Haveman’s article concerning pub- 
lic responses to Church in the Box, | 
must say BRAVOI!! Thankfully, 
someone has finally had enough 
guts to declare that worshiping God 
is far more important than worrying 
about who is watching. We are 
usually self-centered worshipers 
who wonder if what we are doing is 
acceptable to others in the congre- 
gation. We must look instead to 
God and see whether it meets his 
approval. Is there ever a place in 
the Bible wherein the moment of 
true worship a Christian is punished 
for his or her worship style and told 
to simmer down? 1 don’t recall 
there being one. In fact, | remember 
a story concerning David and his 
worship style. God was not dis- 
pleased with David when he 
disrobed and danced before the 
Lord, but He punished David’s wife 
for not honoring her husband and 
his ways of rejoicing in the Lord. We 
have not yet come.to the time of 
complete disrobing in front of our 
God, yet we sit in judgement of 
others who do have the joy of the 
Lord in their souls. We are no better 
than Michal herself. 


ITB but not C 


| know that for many, 
Church-in-the-Box is a regular 
monthly routine. For many, it 
takes the place of a Sunday 
worship service that they would 
have attended. For some, it is the 
only worship service attended 
that particular Sunday. But CITB 
is not a church service. 

Most often, a_ speaker 
comes to the stage and someone 
opens the Bible, which may or 
may not be referred to in the 
speech. If this is even done, it is 
only used to give a Biblical 
flavour to the speech. It is not the 
Word of God that produces a 
sermon, it is the speech that uses 
the Holy Word of God as a crutch 
for support. 
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Yes, | do see that there is a 
point at which people forget God 
and “show off” for others to see, 
but | have not seen them or been 
distracted by them at CITB. We, 
as Christians, are to examine 
ourselves and our actions seek- 
ing to find God as the focus of our 
worship and not our own selfish 
needs and desires. We must also 
question whether our actions are 
taking the focus. away or adding to 
the praise of God! Praising God is 
an occasion for joy, not solemn 
serious religiosity. We have been 
constrained by the world’s view of 
how praise should look for so long 


- that | doubt we will ever be free of it, 


even in our Christian homes and 
communities. 
There will probably never 


be a universal praise and worship 


service that everyone agrees with, 
but we must also learn, as 
Christians, to be flexible and ‘Open 
enough fo God toi 
ways of praise into our lives. \see no 
reason why we cannot who 
edly worship _ in the 
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Church in the Box, with # e s 
mind-set and heart-filled “focus: ‘on 
God.._A friend of mine says that 
“God is everywhere!” Don’t let your 
joy be taken away or let other things 
distract you! Maybe the question is 
NOT “are we getting carried away 
with praise?” but “are you a strong 
enough Christian to get carried 
away in the praise of God?” 


Sincerely, Sarah Masi 


To the editors: 


| find it interesting that Joe 
Haveman, the editor of the opin- 
ions page, wrote an article tell- 
ing others to keep their opinions 
to themselves. It appears to me 
that because Joe has had diffi- 
culty in his past and because he 
enjoys worshipping at Church-in- 
the-Box, no one is allowed to say 
anything critical about it, at least 
not so that he can hear. This seems 
very close minded, especially from 
a guy with such strong opinions 
about things. 

| am confused as to how the is- 
sue of CITB became an argument 
between praise music and hymns. 
| go to a church which has contem- 
porary worship. This does not mean 
that | always like the sound of CITB, 
or accept everything there as won- 
derful and amazing. This issue 
should not have been boiled down 
to hymns vs. praise, as this is not the 
only relevant factor in enjoying 
CITB. 

It is important that we as Chris- 
tians know that there is constant 
room for improvement. CITB is not 
the pinnacle of what church should 
be. People involved in a once a 
month event should be happy to 
receive suggestions as to how they 
can continue to seek God's will for 
them, to grow and develop. Hav- 
ing talked with some of the mem- 
bers of the praise team, | know that 
there is an openness for growth 
there. Paul’s letter are encourage- 
ment to the churches to grow and 
criticisms of the distortions that had 
crept in to the church. These distor- 
tions are present everywhere. There 
is a place for criticism and sugges- 
tions for growth. 


Finally, some people who go to 
church in the box may feel uncom- 
fortable as it may be something very 
new for them. Many others may find 
nothing wrong with Mark dancing 
and jumping around. We must be 
cautious with the revival fire which 
is spreading. God's fire should not 
be suppressed. However, we must 
“test everything. Hold on to what is 
good. Avoid every kind of evil” (1 
Thess. 5:21-22). Distortions can 
creep in with a revival fire. We are 
not capable of receiving anything 
pure from our Lord. Some have 
been exposed to these distortions 
and now are very suspicious of 
revival’s and we must understand 
this. We cannot accept everything 
blindly because it is “church”. We 
must not accept blindly but discern 
with great care how God is moving 
and where He wishes to take us. 

It is not a matter of “Church 
against Church”. It is a matter of 
people experiencing God’s will in 
different ways. It is a blessing that 
we are diverse. Let’s embrace diver- 
sity in opinion and worship. Let’s 
talk with understanding and love 
and not blindly shut the door on 
someone else’s legitimate concerns 
or thoughts. 

Ken Dryfhout 


| want to make a distinction 
here: there is a difference 
between a topical speech and a 
Biblical sermon. A sermon is the 
product of careful study of a text 
from the Word of God, has a 
focus that is the Word of God, 
and produces faith by the 
hearing of this Word of God. A 
speech may be about a topic 
presented in the Bible, but it 
begins with an idea, a human 
idea. Its purpose is not to preach 
the Word but has a focus on a 
current issue or problem with 
proof texts as its supports and a 
human idea as its foundation. 
Does this type of speech 
produce faith? No. “The Holy 
Spirit produces it [faith] in our 
hearts by the preaching of the 


Holy Gospel and confirms it 
through our use of the holy 
sacraments,” (Heidelberg 
Catechism, Q&A 65). Romans 
10:17 - “So then faith comes by 
hearing, and hearing by the 
Word of God.” Faith does not 
come from ourselves, it does not 
come through singing, it does not 
even come from praying. _ It 
comes only through hearing the 
gospel. 

Rev. Clarence Stam wrote, 
“If the Lord did not speak and 
make Himself known, there 
could be no response from His 
people. Therefore the reading of 
Scripture and the preaching of 
God's Word form the highlight of 
the worship service.” 

This is not a question of 


what type of church service we 
like to worship in. It’s not a 
critique of the songs, the 
prayers, or any of the other 
traditional arguments about 
CITB. This is different. It 
questions the misnomer that 
we have become accustomed 
to calling Church-in-the-Box. 
| know for some that 
this will be hard to swallow. A 
criticism of such a powerful 
staple of Redeemer life is not 
easily taken. But nothing is 
more necessary or powerful in 
a worship service than the 
preaching of the Gospel. 


James Sinke 
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(Disclaimer: So the theme of this month’s Crown 


is love, 
mumbo-jumbo. 


sex and all that other Valentine’s Day 
So Ang and Al (my editors) have 


asked me to write an opinion piece about this topic. 


| suppose | need to have an opinion. 


The problem 


with this is that | have been without a steady rela- 


tionship for the last two years. 
what | have to say is valuable....) 


Ephesians 5:21. Are you fa- 
miliar with this passage? This is 
where Paul speaks of wives sub- 
mitting to their husbands, and of 
husbands loving their wives. In 
today’s culture, this is 
far from the norm. 

| think that the high 
divorce rate can be related to this 
passage in more ways than one. 
The plague of individualism has 
spread throughout the western 
world. People talk of individual 


“straight and narrow,” 


our attitudes toward ‘it. | 
The truth is, the Bible has 


much to say on the topic of sex. 
It discusses God’s design of the 
sexual relationship (Gen. 2), and 
His intentions for it (Mal. 2:15). 
It commands against the various 
perversions that we sinful human 
beings have wrought of our sexu- 
ality. But we all know about these. 
Less often do we meditate on how 
Scripture approaches the act it- 
self. We hardly dare approach 
the earthy, yet holy eroticism of 
the Song of Solomon. 

It may seem strange to say 
this, but | think we live in an age 
of prudery that is the polar equal 
of Victorian squeamishness. A 
good illustration is that there are 
two ways to hide something. One 
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So | don’t know if 


rights and freedoms. Everyone 
wants what they think they de- 
serve. People are looking out for 
number 1, This translates into a 
lot of problems in our society, and 


marriages are just one area that 
suffers. 

The average person enters 
into marriage expecting to ‘get’ 
something from it, but this is 


is is Sut it somewhere you ust 
no one will be able to find it. The 
other is to put in plain sight and 
treat it as something so ordinary 
that no one would bother look- 
ing for it. The latter situation is 
the sin of our age. We have put 
sex on the mantel and discussed 
it ad nauseam as “simply a natu- 
ral biological function.” The trag- 
edy is that in our race to be open 
and graphic, we have made the 
sexual act into a worthless orna- 
ment. Sex is no longer high art: 
it is a textbook anatomy draw- 
ing. We have surrendered the gift 
of song to the cold facts of sci- 
ence. 

There are those who have 
an inkling that something is 


Michael 

Kelly, 
Masters 
Student 


clearly not a biblical Pest shch: 
Marriages are not investments 
that will insure your prosperity, 
alleviate loneliness, or give 
meaning for your life. A mar- 
riage is a commitment at the 
deepest level of the gospel. To 
love each other till death tears you 
apart, 

Notice that Paul doesn’t say, 
“wives, make sure your husbands 
love you.” 

Notice that Paul doesn’t say, 
“husbands, make sure your wives 
submit to you.” 


Not EVERYONE IS CURRENTLY IN A RELATIONSHIP... 


He gives the simple com- 
mand, “wives submit, husbands 
love,” and nothing further is nec- 
essary. If the emphasis is taken 
away from pleasing yourself and 


. 2 by james 
Sex: Song or Science? in 
Despite Christianity’s reputation for being 
it has a way of mean- 
dering into many subjects that don’t appear to 
have much to do with “religion.” Sex is one of 
these areas. | don’t mean the basic prohibi- 
tions that religion is famous (or perhaps noto- — r 
rious) for. I'm talking about the basic meaning | , 
| of the thing, our method of Spprogch. and earl rete cere 


Awake, 0 north wind, 
| And come, O south! 
person: my garden, : 


wrong but sais scratch the sur- 
face in their complaints. It always 
seems to be the media, or “soci- 
etal values” that are at fault. To 
really reach the heart of the prob- 
lem, we have to probe much 
deeper than that. Our skewed 
understanding of sex is a philo- 
sophical dilemma. Dooyeweerd 
asserted that at the root of non- 
Christian philosophy is a heart 
commitment, an assumption that 
forms the foundation for all the 
ideas that are built upon it. The 
world has committed to its own 
autonomy, setting itself adrift 
from the One that gives every- 
thing meaning. People want to en- 
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INSTITUTE FOR CHRISTIAN STUDIES 


So tt Learn and. be free. 


“AICS, graduate studies are rigorous, 
inspiring and worldview-altering. As students 
we are constantly being pushed to think 
outside the restricting ‘boxes’ into which 

we have been placed (or placed ourselves). 


Learning that lives on... 


[ am inspired by academic thinking which is 
rooted in faith, profound in its development 
and thorough in its application.” 


joe haveman 
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trying to 
please’ the 


other person, ‘an 

a marriage, a 7 
relationship, / 

or a friendship will be much more 
successful. 

We are to love and submit to 
each other just as we do to Christ. 
That doesn’t mean that it will al- 
ways be easy. However, | will 
refuse to let marriage be an out- 
let for my desire to receive satis- 
faction. My mar- 
riage will, ideally, be 
in humble service to 
Christ and then to my 
wife, that our lives together may 
be a witness to those around us. 
So that our children may grow 
strong in the Lord. 

And on Valentine’s Day? Don’t 
send her flowers today to make 
her think you are the greatest. 
Send her flowers because SHE is 
the greatest. Do not always ex- 
pect something in return, give be- 
cause it feels good to be gener- 
ous, because you care. Prefer- 
ably not because it will improve 
your standings with the one whom 
you hold dear. 

Not everyone is currently in a 
relationship here on campus; 
some of us will never marry. | 
sometimes feel that | fall into that 
category. Paul says that if you 
can remain single and aid in the 
furtherance of the Kingdom then 
do so. We should never attend 
Redeemer looking to get married, 
but looking for God’s will in our 
lives. So delight in being single. 
Delight that you have the free- 
dom to perform certain tasks that 
a married person could not do. 
Do not be full of sorrow because 
no one loves you. Maybe you 
are putting so much emphasis on 
the need for human love that God 
does not want to give it to you. 
Maybe God wants you to live 
without experiencing the flesh 
because it would corrupt you. 

Love God and all else will 
follow. Marriage can be a suc- 
cess if both partners honour 
God. And if you have no one 
to marry, trust in God, and 
love Him. For He can give you 
love, and He can tear it away 
if it is unfruitful. But in both 
cases, trust and obey. 


CHEERS if you love someone. 
Double CHEERS if you love 
God. C 


send your opinions to: 
Crown@redeemer.on.ca 


arts 


Ridge Buchanan was im- 
possibly gorgeous with his elec- 
tric blue eyes, sharply defined 
musculature and dark, wavy hair 
which was always arranged into 
the perfect state of controlled di- 
shevelment. But it was his semi- 
permanent scowl that first at- 
tracted the admiration of Felisha 
Sinclair, the local blond bomb- 
shell. She’d always remember 
the first time she spotted him, 
leaning casually in the doorway 
at a party, completely secure and 
self-confident even though no one 
was talking to him. In the back- 
ground, a_ heart-wrenching 
Celine Dion song was playing, 
and Felisha knew it was love at 
first sight. Unfortunately, Ridge’s 
first impression of Felisha was 
somewhat marred by the fact that 
she had lipstick on her teeth and 


her dress clashed with the wall- 
paper. He knew right away that 
she wouldn’t do at all, and 
promptly introduced her to his 
bald, overweight, insecure friend, 
Dudley, whom she married six 
months later. 

Felisha was not the first 
woman to come into Ridge’s life, 
nor would she be the last. But 
Ridge was waiting for that spe- 
cial someone, and he knew that 
when he met her he’d just know 
-- like being hit over the head with 
a two-by-four. In the meantime, 
he’d fathered seven children 
whose mothers could never quite 
meet his expectations for a wife. 
He once thought he’d found “the 
one,” but it turned out he just had 
a bad headache. 

Ridge had just begun to 
accept the fact that the woman 


good enough for him probably 
didn’t exist, when something hap- 
pened to change everything. He 
was walking past a construction 
site on his way back to work af- 
ter a lunch meeting, his dark, 
perfectly-tailored suit contrasting 
quite favourably with the scruffy 
old clothes worn by the construc- 
tion workers. It was then that he 
saw her -- the woman of his 
dreams. She had long, shiny 
auburn hair which flowed softly 
in the breeze as she walked to- 
wards him in slow motion, her 
steps falling in perfect time with 
the Shania Twain song blaring in 
his head. Ridge stopped in his 
tracks, all of his senses completely 
focused on the vision of perfec- 
tion approaching him. And then 
it hit him -- the two-by-for to the 
back of the head -- and he knew 
she was the one. He stumbled 
towards her and they met in a 
passionate embrace in the middle 
of the intersection to the sound 
of cheering shopkeepers and con- 
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struction work- 
ers. 

Ridge 
spent one bliss- 
ful night with the 
woman before / 
discovering a 7 
bloody contusion on the back of 
his head. He stood looking at 
himself in the bathroom mirror 
in disbelief. “I’ve been had!” he 
exclaimed to himself. Then, af- 
ter a lengthy monologue in which 
he explained to himself that he 
must have been hit by a real two- 
by-four at the construction site that 
afternoon, he packed up his 
things and left the woman’s apart- 
ment. He walked down the rain- 
slicked sidewalk, the streetlights 
casting shadows on his chiseled 
features, a Sarah McLachlan 
song playing in the background, 
and he knew he was alone once 
again. He stopped to admire his 
reflection in a shop window and 
realized he’d probably be alone 
forever. r 


Johnathan Eccles’ Self-Portrait: 
review by harold alkema 


In Self-Portrait: A Work In 
Progress Johnathan Eccles suc- 
cessfully captures the essence of 
life in agricultural Ontario, and 
the personal influences that haye 
shaped him as an individual. The 
show mixed large, black and 
white pieces depicting cows us- 
ing charcoal on canvas with 
small, colorful, portraits of people 
rendered in pastels on paper. The 
show also featured a number of 
collages and still-lifes done us- 
ing the same materials. 

A number of Eccles’ works 
deserve an individual treatment 
here. The core of Eccles’ collec- 
tion are his eight portraits of fam- 
ily members. All of Eccles por- 
traits are subtly and gently ren- 
dered revealing the high regard 
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This is what a positive, cheer- 
ful and eternally optimistic Re- 
deemer student would say about 
it: 

“It was really fun! Over three 
hundred people showed up; Stu- 
dent Life did a really good job. It 
was well advertised, well orga- 
nized, and well run. Mrs. Chiang 
and Mark Veenstra were hilari- 
ous announcers, and Jeff Stacey 
was a perfect Bob Barker. The 
“Beauties” were talented too. | 
thought the balloons at the end 
were really cool--| hope they do 
it again next year so maybe | can 
win!” 
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he has for his subjects. Of 
course, this does not rule out the 
use of humor. In Eccles’ portraits, 
Grandpa Eccles falls asleep; 
younger brother Paul (a fellow 
Redeemerite) smiles broadly re- 
vealing a set of huge, blindly 
white teeth; and mom playfully 
sticks out her tongue. “Pets Past” 
and “Pets Present” are also inter- 
esting studies. The first of these 
works is an impressionistic, 
simple, and almost childish col- 
lage while the second is a sharply 
realistic rendering that features 
four highly individuated animals. 
These two works manage to de- 
pict both the distance of lost child- 
hood and, perhaps, Mr. Eccles’ 
development as an artist. Black 
and white charcoal drawings of 
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This is what a negative, mis- 
anthropic Redeemer student 
would reply: ora 

“It was preying on the basic 
human instinct of greed, as well 
as encouraging gambling. The 
Price is Right only emphasized 
our consumer culture, especially 
in imitating a morally corrupt TV 
show. If wasn’t even original, 


Dordt College featured The Price 


is Trite a month ago. Plus it was 


rigged.” 


blankly staring, unanimated cows 
offer an interesting counterpoint 
to the colorful, carefully charac- 
terized portraits. Yet Eccles’ care- 
ful use of shading and contrast 


manages to ennoble even these 


seemingly dull ruminants. 

It should also be noted, by 
way of conclusion, that although 
Johnathan’s show is diverse in its 
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A Work In Progress 


content it is also it also eclectic in 
its mood and approach; the col- 
lection is both quaint and color- 
ful as well as being reflective and 
lively. In short, Self Portrait is a 
fine document at lbp desperate 
objects and people that have 
helped to influence a single life. 
Drag someone out to see it to- 
day, it’s well worth it! 
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It is difficult to review a show 
that seems to evade all catego- 
ries. What standards does one 
use to judge something that is not 
really a play and not really a tes- 
timonial, but is “just out there,” 
as Brett put it? It was clear in the 
post-show discussion that the au- 
dience was struggling to under- 
stand exactly what they had just 
experienced, but Brett took the 
somewhat postmodern approach 
of saying that it was what it was 
— you could like it or dislike it — 
you could get whatever you 
wanted out of it, and so on. 

This begs the question: “can 
it be judged at all?” If it is a per- 
sonal story of struggle with sin 
and betrayal, who can judge 
that? However, in his playwright’s 
notes, Brett calls the show a play, 
and concludes by saying “that in 
everyone of you, it continues — 
and no matter what, that is art.” 
For this reason, | will review Brett’s 
show as a work of art. 


Without a doubt, the major 
strength of Brett’s play was his 
poetry. Brett used original im- 
ages and musical words which 
expressed universal experiences 
in fresh ways. Like all good po- 
etry, what was said in those po- 
ems cannot be paraphrased here 
in expository prose. 

Unfortunately, where the po- 
etry succeeded, the rest of the play 
fell shor!. There was no imag- 
ery, no concrete details, no 
scenes, but only words — lots of 
abstract words. Brett was aware 
of this problem, as is evident in 
his playwright’s notes, but chose 
to maintain the play’s abstract- 
ness because he felt it was “not 
about the aspects specific to [him] 

. [but] about the universal 
questions, the ubiquitous pro- 
cesses,” 


reviewed by 
maggie vandermeer 


While | can appreciate this 
sentiment, the fact remains that 
good stories, whether they be fic- 
tion or drama, must be embod- 
ied in particular stories. “Litera- 
ture,” says John Ciardi, “is never 
only about ideas, but about the 
experience of ideas.” 

While Brett wanted people to 
relate to his story, its vagueness 
prevented that. He was telling in- 
stead of showing. Ironically, the 
use of particulars would have 
made the play more universal, 
not less. How many times have 
you heard a song or read a story 
or watched a movie that you felt 
was written for you? Not because 
the details were exactly what you 
had experienced, but the emo- 
tions expressed were ones you 
had felt. Those stories had to be 
detailed and specific in order to 
act as channels which allowed 
you to relate to a universal expe- 
rience. 

Abstract statements don’t 


touch us in that way. It’s like the 
difference between reading the 
statistics of the thousands of 
Christians being persecuted in the 
world, or being told the story of 
one Christian girl who was raped 
in Pakistan, and then forced to 
stand trial for adultery. 

But | digress. | think the ab- 
stractness of the play manifested 
itself in the fact that several days 
after seeing it, much of what was 
said was forgotten. | know this 
because | saw it twice, and the 
second time | thought Brett had 
added things to it. What does 
stick in your mind is the scene in 
Dunkin’ Donuts — one of the few 
concrete details in the whole play. 
More scenes like this would have 
done more credit to Brett’s expe- 
rience and would have improved 


the play. ie £ 
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The Painted Bird was an ex- 
perience that touched the senses, 
emotions and imagination. So 
much about this play was just 
right: the simple primary coloured 
banners hanging behind the mini- 
mal set, even the arrangement of 
the seating. The props consisted 
of two crates, a white sheet, two 
wooden poles, a bucket of water, 
and cans of coloured paint and 
brushes. These props were put 


to multiple uses ingeniously with- 
out seeming contrived. The block- 
ing was also smoothly and natu- 
rally choreographed. Overall, the 


reviews 


cello to make the sounds o 
squeaking rats and twittering 
birds as well. 

Chris Cuthill’s adaption o 
Jerzy Kosinski’s novel was beau 
tifully executed as well -- the lan 
guage was evocative and the 
character’s development wa 
maintained despite the fact tha 
many stories in the novel had tc 
be omitted. 

Ken Dryfout played his char 
acter truthfully and naturally, al- 
lowing the audience to sympathize 
and relate to his character. My 
only criticism is that perhaps the 


the painted bird 


Reviewed by Maggie Vandermeer 


audience was free to focus on the 
stories being told without being 


| distracted. by the technical details 


of the play. 

A wonderful device was used 
to literalize the metaphor of the 
painted bird as Ken Dryfout pro- 
gressively painted different 
colours on his face, neck, and 
stomach. In the end, he washed 
the paint off to symbolize his 
“ioining the flock.” 

The cello music and sound 
effects played by cellist Ben 
Goheen suited the stories per- 
fectly, evoking scenes of hatred 
with haunting beauty. Ben 


showed his versatility in using the 
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play started at too high an en- 
ergy level, making it difficult to 
maintain and build to the climax. 
This perhaps explains why at 
times, Ken seemed to be shout- 
ing unnecessarily. However, Ken 
was able to effectively portray the 
exuberance of a young child, as 
well as his loss of innocence af- 
ter repeated attacks of hatred. 
The Painted Bird is not a play 
easily forgotten. There’s some- 
thing horribly familiar about the 
hate and prejudice that lies within 
the human heart. All those in- 
volved in the play should be com- 
mended not only for conveying 
this important message, but for 


doing it with beauty and artistry. 


Brinkman Poin, a politically 


‘correct fairy tale. On a 
_ musical note, Ben gr sl 


‘and 


ting the seting. 
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Dr. Roy Clouser: ( »N 


On Monday, February 7, Dr. 
Roy Clouser, Professor of Philoso- 
phy and Religion at The College 
of New Jersey gave several lec- 
tures outlining Christian Philoso- 
phy as it affects all disciplines 
and areas of life. 
The lectures were 
arranged for by 
Redeemer’s 
Dooyeweerd Centre for Christian 
Philosophy. 

In his first talk, “Thinking from 
the Heart: Why Philosophy is Im- 
portant,” Dr. Clouser laid a foun- 
dation for a non-reductionist 


Christian Philosophy. This Chris- 


Gop’'s 


tian Philosophy rests on the two 
principles: 1)God is the only en- 
tity which does not depend on 
anything else, and 2)Nothing in 
creation can explain all the rest 
of creation (reductionism). This 


ESSENCE IS 


does not mean the Christian has 
to abandon all that Science, Phi- 
losophy, History, etc. has discov- 
ered, but merely that he or she 
has to realize that no one theory 
can explain all aspects of life. 
Reality is complex and many- 


Pyeck’s 


review by mike dejonge 


Midnight Vultures 


Beck is back with his third domestic album, 
Midnight Vultures. I’ve listened and enjoyed 
Beck’s music for a long time now and when it 
comes to his music, as with any band or per- 
former, the listener has certain expectations. 


With Beck, listeners tend 
to expect the un-expected. 
Any genre of music, and any 
instrument, are at his dis- 
posal. Beck will put banjos, 
acoustic and electric guitars, key- 
boards, synthesizers, hip-hop 
beats, and a myriad of samples 
together, often in the same song. 

Midnight Vultures is no excep- 
tion as far as mixing genres is 


Vultures from his past albums. 
Rather than use funk or R+B to 
shape his songs, Beck seems to 
be trying to create funk and R+B 
to shape his songs with other el- 
ements to them such as banjos, 
acoustic guitar, and futuristic 
sounding keyboards and 


samples. His lyrics are similarly 
affected. 
Carrying on his non-sensical, 


sided, and only God can com- 
prehend it all, so humans should 
realize their limitations and not 
presume to come up with abso- 
lute theories about reality. 


INCOMPREHENSIBLE 


In his second lecture, “The 
Nature of God: Strategies for 
Theories,” Dr. Clouser explained 
that the reason so many Chris- 
tians have trouble with the non- 
reductionist approach to theoriz- 
ing is because they have a faulty 
view of the nature of God. Dr. 
Clouser outlined the two major 
understandings of the nature of 
God. 

The first understanding, held 
by Augustine, Anselm, and 
Aquinas, states that God’s at- 
tributes are as uncreated as he 
is; therefore he has no control 
over them. In addition, these 
same uncreated attributes exist in 
humans, although to a lesser de- 
gree of perfection. What this 
means is that there is much that 
is uncreated, and which depends 
on the created. 

With this understanding, re- 
ductionism becomes inevitable 


i ee 


because it breaks the second 
principle listed earlier. 

Dr. Clouser described a sec- 
ond understanding of the nature 
of God which was held by the 


Cappadocian 

Fathers in 

TO MAN] the East, 
as well as 


by the Reformers. This under- 
standing of the nature of God 
states that God's Essence is in- 
comprehensible to man, but he 
reveals himself in his Energies, 
or his “mighty acts.” 

Clouser argued that the 
Engergies depend on God, and 
so are created as a means for 
God to condescend to humans. 
With this conception of the na- 
ture of God, everything depends 
on God, and nothing else de- 
pends on anything else but God. 
This supports the non-reduction- 
ist approach to theory. 

Dr. Clouser described the 
various categories of life as beads 
which are held together by a 
string. This string is God. With 
this in mind, the Christian can 
take a God-directed approach to 
whatever discipline he or she may 
be working in. 
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“Sexx Laws”, “Peaches and 
Cream,” and “Milk and Honey.” 

However, Beck doesn’t deal 
with the topic of sex in any seri- 
ous way, based on the non- 
sensical nature of his lyrics. 
“Peaches and Cream” contains 
the lines “Peaches and Cream, 
you make a garbage man 


concerned. Whereas in the past, 
Beck’s music tended to utilize as- 
pects of hip-hop, country, and 
folk music more heavily, Midnight 
Vultures leans more on 70’s R+B 
and funk. This leaning and Beck’s 
usage of it separates Midnight 
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pedantic, cut+paste approach, 
Beck’s lyrics are as creative as 
ever. However, as is common 
with many R+B songs, Beck’s lyr- 
ics on Midnight Vultures are pre- 
occupied with, well... sex. This 
is obvious by such song titles as 


scream’; in “Broken Train” Beck 
asks “Tell me what’s your zip 
code baby/ Did you ever let a 
cowboy sit on your lap?”; while 
in the song “Debra” Beck tells a 
girl named Jenny that “he wants 
to ‘get with’ her and her sister, | 


think her name is Debra” in a 
very high falsetto. This works ini- 
tially but grows old quickly. 

Overall, Midnight Vultures is 
a good showcase for Beck’s mu- 
sical creativity, however, rather 
than using various genres of 
music to suit his tastes he lets one 
genre hold his interest and brings 
different elements to it, to mixed 
results. Also, in this album Beck 
is not afraid to show off his mu- 
sical influences in “Hollywood 
Freake.” Beck’s dead-pan hip- 
hop delivery is reminiscent of 
Mase, and “Debra” is clearly 
Beck's tribute to Prince. 

In conclusion, Midnight 
Vultures is an enjoyable record 
by an artist who sounds fresh 
and inventive with each new 
album, a statement that can- 
not be made about many art- 
ists nowadays. 

This latest effort is not as 
strong as past efforts like 
1994’s Odelay, but Midnight 
Vulture is enjoyable especially 
because it demonstrates 
Beck’s new-found decadence 
— here’s to the rock’n’roll 


lifestyle. 
C 
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cepts about dating. 


noble goal. 


| kissed dating good-bye. Well, that’s 
not really true, but | have read Joshua Har- 
ris’ book and agree with several of his con- 
If you are like most 
people, the title of this book either entices 
you to pick it up and read it, or to scoff a 
little because, really, you’re scared of what 
it might say. If you do pick it up and read it, 
you will probably either seriously disagree 
with the statements found within, or profess 
to hold to them tightly. | would like to sug- 
gest a more middle ground approach. While 
| don’t agree with everything suggested in 
this book, | do think that the basic gist of the 
book, that is the pursuit of purity and righ- 
teousness in all our relationships, is a very 
God calls us to pursue holy 
and pure relationships by living out true love, 
not just with that one special person, but 
with all we come into contact with. What is 
true love? Well, of course it comes from 


arts 


i kissed dating goodbye 


a novel by joshua halris 
review by michelle rock 


God. Harris sums it up with these four words: 
committed, sincere, selfless, and responsible. 
lf you are not able to bring this kind of love 
to a relationship, then Harris suggests you 
should not be in it. However, if these four 
aspects of true love are lived out, then our 
relationships with the opposite sex will be ex- 
amples of purity. This purity will be not only 
in the physical realm, but also manifested 
through our motives, our minds, and our 
emotions. Harris also provides insight into 
the seven habits of highly defective 
dating...want to know more? If you haven’t 
read it, this book is an easy read and makes 
great opportunities for debates. If you've al- 
ready read it why not read it again just for a 
refresher on the importance of purity in your 
relationships. 


...song or science from page 5 


joy sex, but are afraid of its deeper 
significance: they fear that treat- 
ing it as more than a bauble will 
require them to participate in a 
mystery that transcends our hu- 
man finitude. In many ways, 
Christians have capitulated to the 
attitudes of the world in their ap- 
proach to the sexual act. They join 
the bandwagon in minimizing the 
difference between the sexes, 
thinking of men and women as 
basically interchangeable, were it 
not for the biological realities. 

lf we are to recover a bib- 
lical understanding of sex, we 
have to surrender to the risk in- 
herent in mystery. Elizabeth Elliot 
said, “You can’t be man in rela- 
tion to woman and not be skirt- 
ing very close to one of the deep- 
est mysteries of all.” We have to 


arn } 


reassert that men and women 
are different, and that those dif- 
ferences have meaning. Scripture 
tells us that the marital relation 
is a picture of the relationship 
between Christ and His church. 
When we, within the terms of the 
marriage covenant, participate in 
the sexual act, we are reenacting 
God’s initiating grace in reach- 
ing out to us, and our loving re- 
sponse to Him. More than this, 
we become a symbol of God's 
relationship to his whole creation. 
Masculinity and femininity are not 
social constructs to be squirmed 
at. They are deep realities that 
transcend anatomical apparatus: 
we are meant to discover joy in 
our differences! Does that make 
you afraid? Or does that lead you 
to bow in wonder at a mystery 
too wondertul for us to fathom? 
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Vulnerable C 
2 a) 
% Why can | not learn this twice 
w To keep my hand behind a glove 3 
Bare, | cry these tears of ice / 
\ 


Suffer Alone, Suffer Alone 


\ 
: | gave myself too full in love 
| cried your tears to break your vice 
G 
ce 
\ 


But man is dust and God above 


| will to break the taunting drone 


, 

Cc 

Sin again, a flood the price ; 
\ 


|-wanted you to be the dove 
| drown beneath your own device 


Suffer Alone, Suffer Alone ve 
| will to break the taunting drone (% 
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first sex poem” by brett dewing 


from “my 


hrough innovative 

partnerships with Azusa 
Pacific University, Wheaton 
College and Lee University, 
teachers serving with the English 
Language Institute/China can 
earn a prestigious master’s degree 
—TUITION-FREE — during a 
two-year teaching assignment at 
a university in Asia! Applicants 


must first be accepted by ELIC. 


Call 1-800-366-ELIC 
www.elic.org 
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God loves 
us so much. 
His good and 
perfect law is 
a reflection of 
that love. God does not 
give us rules to restrict our 
freedom. He gives us laws for 
our protection and to give us free- 
dom in Him. God's good gift of 
sex and His intention for that to 
be an expression of love within 
marriage is no exception to this 
rule. James calls the law of God, 
“the perfect law 


ns ae ie you tell me that you'll 
om ames : 
1:25). God ee hurt me: 


wants us to have 
freedom, to not 
be in bondage to 
sin. 

Sex creates 
soul ties between 
people. My pas- 
tor once said that 
when two people 
have sex it is like 
two pieces of duct tape being 
stuck to one another, sticky side 


close, 
(crushing 


DD 
and J fear 
youve broken 
your promise 
(already) 


ken di ythout 


then you hold me 


to sticky side. If that relationship 
breaks apart (which is more likely 
if you're not married) the two 
pieces of tape are torn from one 
another. If you try this experi- 
ment you will find that the tape 
does not come cleanly apart. 
They are torn, pieces left stuck to 
one another. To prevent this God 
has intended sex to be in the con- 
text of marriage. 

Sexual relations before mar- 
riage have many consequences. 
Sexually transmitted diseases and 
pregnancy are 
the most feared, 
but the spiritual 
and emotional 
consequences 
are the, most 
painful. In an- 
other of my 
pastor’s analo- 
gies for sex, he 
has the duct tape 
stuck to the car- 
pet. When the re- 
lationship breaks 
up the tape becomes used. When 
that person finds another part- 
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ner, the tape is stuck to a new 


piece of carpet. Only it is not as 


sticky this time, there is less for 
that person to offer, part of what 
they had to give has been taken. 
This repeats itself until the piece 
of tape can no longer stick at all, 
as there is nothing left to offer. 
The physical, the sexual is not the 
key to a relationship. Emotional 
and spiritual ties bind our souls. 
Soon, sex becomes a physical re- 
lease, a detached experience 
which no longer registers emo- 
tionally or spiritually. 
Fortunately, we have a GREAT 
BIG GOD. With Him no sin is 
too great, no path can lead us so 
far that He cannot reclaim our 
lives and wash us clean. If you 
want healing from these soul ties, 
give them to God to break. Re- 
nounce them in the name of Jesus 
and start the road (which isn’t 
easy) to emotional wholeness and 
Spiritual wellness in the Lord. 
When you feel the road is too 
long, “be confident in this, that 
he who began a good work in 
you will carry it on to completion 


rites ] ‘6, 
you down the road + e intend 
you to follow, He will ef plete 
His work and can give you the — 
freedom and wholeness that | a 

so far away now. a 

God yearns for us to be free. m2 
His “perfect law that gives free- 
dom” (James 1:25) is a guide- 
line to finding freedom. Only by 
the power of the Spirit are we able 
to follow it. Through prayer and 
humility; 

Let us throw off everything that 
hinders and the sin that so easily 
entangles, and let us run with 
perseverance the race marked 
out for us. Let us fix our eyes on 
Jesus, the author and perfecter of 
our faith, who for the joy set be- 
fore Him endured the cross, scorn- 
ing its shame, and sat down at 
the right hand of the throne of 
God. Consider Him who endured 
such opposition from sinful men, 
so that you will not grow weary 
and lose heart. 


. Hebrene 12:1b-3 
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Frankly, there is very little about pre-marital sex that 
we don’t know. We also know how dangerous its reper- 


cussions can be, and that the Bible condemns it. 


Yet we 


are told that more than half the young adult population is 
sexually active, and this statistic includes those with strong 
religious convictions. We can only speculate on what goes 


wrong but | strongly believe that 
the world is slipping into increas- 
ing darkness and human sexu- 
ality is a targeted area of the en- 
emy. We fight to keep our moral 
standards above those of the 
world, but what happens when 
the world’s moral standards are 
too low? The result is often that 
we lower our standards too, com- 
forting ourselves that as long as 
we're not doing what they’re do- 
ing, we’re okay. 

| was once advised to learn 
from the mistakes of others, 
‘cause | wouldn't live long enough 
to make them all myself. | have 
a close Christian friend who lives 
in Kenya called Irene, and we 
have been friends almost all of 
our lives. | remember very clearly 
when, after high school, she went 
to university but had to drop out 
after one semester because she 
was pregnant. | spent a lot of 
time with her and watched her 
go through what she termed ‘the 
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darkest days of her life.’ Her 
boyfriend suggested 
an abortion but for 
her that was 
not an option. 
She told me 
she had 
only done 
it to feel 
loved 
and ac- 
cepted 
and to 
be cool, 
but she 
had never 
felt so alone 
and condemned 
in her life. She never 
thought anything so 
quick and thoughtless would 
have such an overwhelming out- 
come. 

The next few months were hid- 
eous for her, her family was very 
strict and it took a long time for 
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them to accept it. After they did, 
they tried to be helpful and sup- 
portive but there was only so 
much they could do for her. Most 
of the changes were inside her. 
She lost her earlier identity, lost 
all hope and could not even talk 
to God. Her friends deserted her 


a Minute she said 


help me-i’m tired-i can’t 
and slipped-armor to the ground 
that she might rest 
that brittle bones might rest 
then im that moment 
would she rest? - 
or maybe- as she suspects- 
a noble knight would come 
see her naked 
and not be noble anymore 


soul 


and 
she was looked down upon by 
her extended family. She lost her 


place in society became seen as,, 


loose and immoral; the church 


did not treat her any better. Her 


Tit: fo tree 
seemed dark 
because she 
could prob- 
ably not go 
back to 
school and | 
saw her struggle with depression. 
Most of all she hurt because she 
had to make all decisions alone 
while George, the guy in- 
volved, seemed to come 
out of it unscarred. 
One small decision 
had affected not 
only her, but a 
lot of people in 
her life too. 
Some of her 
days were 
hard, some 
seemed im- 
possible to get 
through and 
some were easy, 
but God saw her 
through all of them. She 
had her baby and after a long 
time she came around. 
One thing | learnt is that 
nothing is really ‘FREE’, every- 
thing has consequences; even 
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How Holy Can | Be? 


We know as Christians that 
we are not suppose to have pre- 
marital sex. However, this often 
leads to a line-drawing mental- 
ity. “Okay, | can’t have sex, so 
as long as | don’t cross that line 
I’m okay.” The question be- 
comes, “How far can | go?” 

This is the wrong question. 
Rather than asking “How far can 
| go?” we could be asking “How 
holy can | be?”. This puts a new 
spin on the issue. Grasp onto 
God's intention and will and let 
Him take you far from the things 
which wish to hinder your Spiri- 
tual growth. Our Christian walk 
is not about avoiding certain ac- 
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were made to worship our Lord 
in all we do, think, say. That 
thought might stop us in our 
tracks the next time we’re push- 
ing the limits. Am | glorifying 
God in what | am doing right 
now? Am | respecting God's cre- 
ation? Is this out of love or only 
my immediate desire and need? 
These physical actions are only 
the visible reality of things rooted 
deeper in us. When we strip away 
the surface and let God illumi- 
nate our hearts, He is able to do 
amazing things in us. Then we 
can stand, face the world, and 
rely on the Spirit. Let us explore 
the options of “How holy can | 


be?” C 


tions, it is about holiness. We 
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salvation was paid for at the 
cross. Every time someone has 
‘free’ sex, it is paid for eventu- 
ally, either physically, emotionally, 
spiritually or sometimes mentally. 
Pre-marital sex robs a person of 
who they are, of who God has 
planned for them to become. It 
leaves a gaping hole in the heart 
that cannot be filled, leaving spite- 
ful replacements like shame, ha- 
tred and fear that never go away. 
For a girl, getting pregnant is not 
even the worst consequence, she 
could contract a deadly disease 
or ruin her body and never be 
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able to have children in future. 
We need the Bible as our 
ultimate standard, not the slip- 
ping morals of the world. We 
should set out in pursuit of holi- 
ness and settle for nothing less. 
“True Love Waits,” an abstinence 
campaign, has become such a 
common phrase for us- the 
truth it holds is forgotten. There 
is no better way to show that you 
love someone than to think of 
what your actions could do to 
them, and vice versa. The bot- 
tom-line is that pre-marital sex 
just isn’t worth it - YOU ARE!!! 
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“If she were a boy she’d be 
really cute!” Elizabeth Brown 


“Hitler’s mom was German - 
that’s ironic too!” Chris Van 
Meggelen 


“Did someone take off my 
clothes?” Jackie Kuiper 


“We don’t-have to answer to 
you.” Eileen Fallon of student life 
speaking to a student about a 
‘mutual concern’. 


"| have red-green verbal 
blindness.” Chris Van Meggelen 


“You're getting on my ner- 
vous.” Ayumi Fujimoto 


les 


“Look, it’s me - I’m all boobs 
and glitter!” Elizabeth Brown 


“Aw. Naughty. Stop talking.” 
-Dr. Van Dyke 

“You're always wrong - face 
it - you’re male.” Ben Gesch 


“You're an emotionally con- 
stipated elephant.” Ginny Dyment 


“My nose falls off when | 
smile.” Ruth Pallant 


“| can make dimples with my 
bum when | flex it!” Jennifer 
Sheridan 


“You can’t suck in your 
boobs.” Heather Vandervecht 
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Friday the 13th (1980, Horror) What you see: Everyone wh 
eventually gets killed. Some people actually get killed while they’re 
having sex. What you think: Good. They deserve it. I’m not having sex 
this Valentine’s Day, so why should they get away with it? 


House of Games (1987, Drama/suspense) What you see: The 
leading lady forces her lover to beg for his life before she blows him 
away. What women think: Take that, ex-boyfriend. What men think: 
Thank goodness | broke up with her before it got that far! 

Green Card (1990, Comedy) What you see: The gorgeous hunk 
from France gets deported just when he realizes he’s in love with the 
woman he married in order to get his green card. He doesn’t get to 
come back, either. What you think: Men who use women suck. The IRS 


rules. 


It's Valentines again. And 
now for some special words 
on the subject of love. 
from George and 

Ira. our local 

__aliens 


We think it's just sportzag 
(our native planet's word for 
spiffy) that we're surrounded 

by lots of females who can 

be our love slaves. Weintend to 
stay at Redeemer for exactly 
this reason 
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Y'know. 1 really 
hope that 
didn't offend 
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We like females. 


like this school, Lt has aratio 
of 3 females for every male. 
We like that quite abit, as 
it puts us at a great 


car toonist? 
We's gots 
abone ta 


It's the Redeemer 
Goon Squad! 


“Bums are as individual as 
fingerprints.” Heather 
Vandervecht 


“Different traditions are dif- 
ferent” Prof. M. Goheen 


“I’ve never had the problem 
of having nothing to say” Prof. 
M. Goheen 


“You don't want to share a uri- 
nal with me?” Leah Hamming to 
Shauna Fitch 


“Ha, Ha Wayne! You drove in 
the ditch!” Amanda Marissen to 
Wayne Sutherland upon his mis- 
negotiation of the corner at Sibe- 
ria 

“My nipples really hurt!” Chris 
Pot 


“Meiosis is something you 
should be able to do in your 
sleep.” Ron van der Heiden 


“Plato is 
the great strip 
tease. He 
never shows 
you what you 
want to see” Dr. A. Wolters 


“His cows are cool” (however 
they're not the best I’ve ever seen) 
Alicia Silva 


Brent van staalduinen: “We’re 
only using you for your friend- 
ship.” 

Amie Brisley: “Yeah, you only 
like me for my cookies.” 


“There’s more people here 
than chapel.” Matt Heinbach ob- 
serving the attendance at The 
Price is Right 


“No cooking schedule! No job 
schedule! You guys are dorm of 
the year!” Jason Hofing in refer- 
ence to Dorm 34 
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Fatal Attraction ( 1987, Acie bes oalle ale you see: A man 


aeren think: Cheating idiot. He Garena: it 


men think: Women are psychos. Who needs ‘em? 
Boogie Nights (1997, Drama) What you see: The most un-erotic 
sex ever. What you think: Wow, maybe I’m not missing that much 


after all. 


Tootsie (1982, Comedy) What you see: A swooning actor dresses 
in drag for a whole year to be near the woman he loves, who 
doesn’t even know he’s a man. What you think: People in love do 
really, really, really stupid things. I’m glad I’m not one of them! 
A Few Good Men (1992, Drama) What you see: The only Tom 
Cruise movie where he doesn’t have sex with the girl. What you 
think: Even he has his dry spells, so I’m not that bad off. 
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We also 


off. 


pick wi' 
you. 


the mixed signals 


| think 


The Princess Bride (1987, Comedy) What 
you see: The perfect love-story. So you think. 
Then you read the last 5 pages of the book it 
was based on and realize that in the real 
version, both Wesley and Buttercup DIE! What 
you think: Ha ha haaaaaaaaaaaaa. 

Love Serenade (1996, Comedy) What 
you see: A really quirky Australian flick in 
which a teenager loses her virginity to a 
man who actually turns out to be a fish. So 
she hurls him back into the river. What you 
think: Oh no. | could be soooo much worse 
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love 
is cosmic bowling 
a shot in-the dark 


the confusion of a disco ball 


of canned musi 
and every time 


I've made a strike 


my ball lands in the gutte: 


and | end up 


with ascore of 7ero 


Beth Luchi 
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